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Our mission is to support the education, health, and welfare of each and every child at Somerset

Elementary School. As part of the Washington State PTA, we are a nonprofit membership

association bringing together the home, school, and community on behalf of our children.

PTSA / School Calendar - Important Dates and Events
 
Tuesday, Oct 19 - Birthday Fun Run for October  Birthday
Wednesday, Oct 20 - PTSA General Membership Meeting 9:30am-10:15am
Wednesday, Oct 20 - Unity Day/ Wear Orange
Wednesday, Nov 3 - Picture Retake Day
Wednesday, Nov 10 - Spirit Day/ Wear Red, White and Blue
Thursday, Nov 11 - Veteran's day/ No School

Common Links / Resources:
Somerset PTSA Website

Somerset PTSA Facebook Page

Somerset Elementary School Website

BSD COVID-19 Dashboard

PTSA  NEWS

PTSA General Membership Meeting
 
We are kindly inviting you to our first virtual PTSA General Membership Meeting on
Wednesday, Oct 20th at 9:30 am. Please use the link or meeting ID & Passcode below to
join our meeting. Ms. Naish, Ms. Schuyler and our principal Mrs. Elder will be giving a 20-
30 minute presentation to families related to our Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) work
at Somerset and how they work with students and families when there are conflicts or
reports of unkind or inappropriate behavior. 

Join Zoom Meeting via the following link: https://us02web.zoom.us/
Meeting ID: 861 8021 3534
Passcode: 617565

Last Call for Chess Club Registration
 
Only 7 spots left for this year's Chess club. The space will be filled up fast and the
class starts from Oct 18th. Register via PTSA Chess Club Webpage to secure your
spots. Somerset Chess Club has been consistently performing well in Washington State
Tournament, tied for the first place in Washington State last year. Students in Grade K to 5
are invited to join the chess club conducted by returning coaches, Brad and Tim.  This year
chess club will go back to classes in person. We will follow social distance guideline and
masks are required during classes. 

Families must have an active PTSA membership to enroll their child(ren). Please visit
the PTSA Chess Club Webpage for class schedule, coaches and more. 

Movie Night
 
Movie night is back to Somerset. We will have in person and online streaming movie night
this year. Mark your calendar, the first streaming movie night is Friday, Oct 22nd. We will
be watching Spirit Untamed or The Addams Family. 

Please use this Watch Link and the following passphrase for watching your movie. Movie
available any time after 5pm. 
Spirit Untamed  
Passphrase: 24A4D651BB974464A220B7E916A28B1F
The Addams Family 
Passphrase: 672647CA1FEB47BFB18EA3CD1AB02A4B
Learn More & FAQ

Please Do Not share the Watch Link or passphrase outside the school for the limit of the
license.

October Birthday Fun Run with Principals 
.
Our October Birthday Fun Run will occur on this coming Tuesday Oct 19th at 9:10am.
Students will be escorted or called to the field for a celebration lap around the track.  The
birthday students are encouraged to wear their Somerset Shines T-shirt so that we can line
them up by grade easily. They are invited to wear a birthday hat, crown or fun headband.
We have a special “runner’s bib” and a birthday pencil for each birthday student.

If you would like to volunteer during the Birthday Fun Run day, please sign up via this Link.
Thanks for your help in advance!

Cub Scout Pack 629 Information Night and Halloween Event
 
Is your child interested in learning about Cub Scouts?  We have two upcoming events that
you may be interested in.  Cub Scouts is filled with fun activities and it also helps teach
youth about nature, good citizenship, sportsmanship, leadership, fitness, community
involvement, and service.  It is truly a worthwhile program that's also fun for the whole
family.

Virtual Cub Scout Information Night - We will do a brief presentation and have a Q&A
on Cub Scouts and how to join

When: Wednesday 10/20/2021 6:30 - 7:00 PM
Where: Zoom
Registration: Please email Cub Master ronwangelin@gmail.com to register so that the
Zoom invitation will be sent to you.   

Outdoor October Halloween Event - If you are interested in joining Cub Scouts please
join us for our Fall Halloween event.  We will have trick or treating, Halloween games and a
"haunted forest." It is outdoors behind Somerset Elementary on the playground.   

When: Sunday 10/24/2021 2:30 - 4:00 PM 
Where: Somerset Elementary - 14100 Somerset Blvd SE, Bellevue, WA 98006
Registration: Please register by emailing the contact info below.  Please remember that
you need to register to attend.    
Ron Wangelin
Cubmaster - Somerset Pack 629
Website: https://pack629.shutterfly.com/
Email: ronwangelin@gmail.com
Cell: (206) 225-4116

Staff Appreciation Green Week
 
On Tuesday, Oct 12, we were having Chase the Rainbow staff appreciation. Green is the
theme color of the week. It is dedicated to our Somerset Superstar staff. They are really
appreciated for everything they do for our community and our kids. The staff were really
enjoying the snacks and the decoration. They felt refreshed. 

We appreciate all the volunteers who helped making this a wonderful event: 
Chair: Heidi & Jin, and volunteers: Yun Han, Andrea Chu, Lin Zhang, Yan Zhou, Emma
Hao, Demi Wang, Annabelle Han, Peggy Wang.

Looking forward to our following blue themed week.

Fall Fundraising Drive Donor List
 
Thanks to all the families who have contributed to our fall fundraising, we have already
raised $80,085 which is 53% of our fundraising goal $150,000 as of today. If you have
not donated yet, please Donate now. All the money raised by PTSA goes straight back to
EVERY student. 

We are collecting information of all families who participated our 2021 Annual Fall
Fundraising Drive. We would like to acknowledge all the donors (adult names only) in our
next issue of newsletter. If you have donated and wish to remain anonymous, please let us
know. If you donated through your employer's internal donation link and wish to include
your name in the list, please also let us know. Please send your request
to somersetptsa@gmail.com. 

We appreciate all donations no matter the amount. Let us work together to make Somerset
Shine.

SCHOOL NEWS

Reduce your speed in school area
 
Somerset families, please reduce your speed when you are driving in the neighborhood
street during students’ arrival and picking up time, especially in the neighborhood near
143rd street crosswalk and pick up zone.

Please note that the speed limit is 25 mph for the entire Somerset neighborhood. When the
light is flashing the speed limit is 20 mph. Also, please reduce the speed to 15mph
for the crosswalk on the 143rd Ave SE and Somerset Blvd. SE.

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.

Small Hands on Art Starting from Oct 21
 
The Show must go on! Theater is back at Somerset! Presenting Peter Pan! Small Hands
on Art with Howie and Amy McOmber have been providing performing arts instruction at
Somerset for 30 years!   And now they are back.  Come and fly to Neverland! Be a Pirate,
Lost Child Mermaid, Native Neverlander, or even Peter Pan! Rehearsals are Thursday
mornings in the Music Room from 8am to start of school, October 21, 28, November 4, and
18. The recital will be at 7:30 pm on November 18. 

Questions call 425 313-9431. Cost $125.00 Costumes provided. Everyone has an
important part to play . Act, Sing, Dance! Go to Small Hands on Art .com for more
Information.

Sidewalk Chalk and Volleyball Donation
 
Our school is in great need of sidewalk chalk and volleyballs and would appreciate
if parents can help out. The donated sidewalk chalk and volleyballs will be used by
students at recess. For each class, a soft volleyball and a few boxes of sidewalk chalk
are needed. The description about the soft volleyball can be found Here. YANYODO
Official Size 5 Volleyballs or similar ones are perfect. For convenience, we have created a
sign-up sheet for the donation items for each class. Here is the link to the sign-up sheet for
the donation, Volleyball and Chalk Donations. If you can help, please bring or have
students bring the chalk or the volleyball to the Somerset office. Please label the class on
the donated items.

Feel free to contact Shannon at gregorys@bsd405.org if you have any questions. Thank
you for your generous donation in advance.

Unity Week-October 18-22
 
October is both National Bullying Prevention Month, and Disability History Month. We will
be celebrating our annual Unity Week the week of October 18th-22nd to promote kindness,
acceptance, and inclusion. Wednesday October 20th is Unity Day, and all students are
encouraged to wear Orange to show unity against bullying. We are excited to celebrate in
person this year and have several fun and meaningful activities and programs for our
students to participate in during Unity Week. 

School Spirit Day
 
Somerset’s first school spirit day is coming soon! Wednesday, November 10, is “Red,
White, and Blue Day” at Somerset.  Students, don’t forget to wear your patriotic colors to
honor our nation’s veterans.  The class that has the greatest percentage of participants
wearing red, white, and blue will win a prize and be featured in the morning
announcements.

School Lost and Found
 
Lost and Found is growing so please ask your students to stop by to see if they recognize
anything.  In addition, we would like to ask you to write your child's name in items so we
can return lost items directly to them verse putting more in the growing Lost and Found
area.  

Resource form Family Engagement Program

Happy October Somerset Families! Fall has arrived and there are a few community
programs on the horizon.  Please read the following updates such as free and reduced
priced meal, family connections welcome form, winter break time meal etc. via this link and
contact Shannon Gregory at gregorys@bsd405.org with any questions.

BSD  NEWS

BSD Earns A+ Ranking for Academic and Student Life
 
BSD was recently ranked by Niche.com as the number two school district in Washington
state, receiving an “A+” ranking. International School was named the top public middle
school, and Interlake, Newport, International School and Bellevue high schools were listed
as the top four public high schools. 

Read the KIRO7 article.
See the Niche Report.

Grading Practice 2021-22

Elementary reporting will return to pre-pandemic practices, using a 1-4 standards-based
scale to report, without the P (Progressing) or NP (Not Progressing) designations.

Teachers are encouraged to continue to use grading practices that support students and
provide flexibility to demonstrate learning and understanding of standards.

More information: English | Español | 简体中⽂

Stay Connected to BSD
 
The Bellevue School District partners with local organizations and non-profits to support
our students and families. Visit our Community Partner webpage to learn more about these
organizations, find out about their services and how you can engage with them.

COMMUNITY  NEWS

Newport Ski Swap
 
The 35th Annual Newport Ski Swap will be held on Nov 12-13. It is not actually a "swap"
but rather a consignment sale in Bellevue WA. 500+ individuals & 7 snow sport shops
consign about 10,000 new & used items which are organized in 2 large gyms. 

When: Nov 12, Friday 5pm - 9pm and Nov 13, Saturday 9am - 4pm
Where: Newport High School
More information and FAQ

Terrifying Tales Short Story Contest
 
King County Library is hosting Terrifying Tales Short Story Contest. This contest is for
adults, teens, and tweens ages 9 and older. Judges will score stories on creativity, quality
of writing, and how much they terrify us. One winner and up to three notable mentions will
be selected for their age groups.
 
The deadline to submit your story is 11:59pm on Thursday, October 21. You can submit
your story on the online entry form below.

More information and Entry Form

Fall Carnival Camp on Veterans Day
 
What will your children be doing on Veterans Day, November 11th No School Day?  Why
not have them join us for a fun day of activities? Girl Scout Troop 40333’s kid sitting for K-7
students will be led by 11th grade students, who have led at various day camps, including
Tillicum Choir Camp, Vasa Park Camp and Girl Scout Summer Camps. This event is a
fundraiser for the Girl Scout Troop’s trip to the U.S. Virgin Islands in 2022. 

Please make sure to provide 2 snacks, sack lunch and a water bottle for your child. For
safety, please be sure that all food items are nut-free. Sanitizing and all Covid Safety
measures will be taken.  Masks must be worn at all times, except when eating. Participants
should wear close-toed shoes and comfortable clothing.

Where:  Westminster Chapel, follow signs from parking lot to lower level entrance
                13646 NE 24th St
                Bellevue, WA 98005
When: 9 AM – 3 PM November 11th
Cost: $50/day per student. Additional siblings are $40
Camp includes: Carnival games, crafts, win tickets to pie your leaders, & more!
Register: Please complete this online form: https://forms.gle/BxxQbB8d9m5F7dbn7
Payment: Pay online at:  http://my-site-101001.square.site/ +$2 process fee Or Venmo
@GIRLSCOUT-TROOP-40333 (no fees, as it runs as a personal account) Or cash/check
mailed to Troop 40333, 15864 SE 4th St, Bellevue, WA 98008. Checks made out to Troop
40333.

If you have questions, please e-mail:  girlscout40333@gmail.com

WSPTA & National PTA  NEWS

Legislative Assembly 2021

The 43rd Annual Legislative Assembly will take place in a virtual format on October 23 and
24, 2021. The purpose of legislative assembly is to determine the legislative priorities of
WSPTA, to educate and mobilize advocates, and to advance WSPTA’s legislative program.

At legislative assembly, you will discover the power PTA has to advocate for every child –
the whole child – regardless of race, creed, gender, or zip code. In PTA, every member has
an equal voice, and your input matters a great deal to the success of our member-driven
platform.

Register for Legislative Assembly now.

Directory / Links
 
Executive Committee
President: Yuki Yang & Xing He
Secretary: Yim Cheng
VP Programs: Kelly Mao & Beibei Yang
Ways&Means: Lancia Guo & Catherine
Qu
VP Communications: Demi Wang & Peggy
Wang
Treasurer: Xiaohong Quan & Lily Zhu

Somerset PTSA Email:
Somersetptsa@gmail.com
Bellevue PTSA Council
Washington State PTA
National PTA
Somerset PTSA BOD Meeting Minutes
 

  
Shop at Amazon log in HERE and select
‘Somerset Elementary PTSA’ and Amazon
Smile donates to Somerset PTSA. Or
click https://smile.amazon.com for your
purchase. 
Or install the Amazon app onto your
phone. In the main menu of app(=), find
'Settings'. tap on 'Amazon Smile' and
follow the instructions to turn on Amazon
Smile
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate
0.5% of the purchase price from your
eligible AmazonSmile purchases to our
PTSA. Thank you very much for
supporting our school and PTSA.  
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